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Petty Officer 3rd Class Sorann Khim, hospital corpsman, F Company,
2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, shares a new toy with Kaito Shimozato (5) pogoooiooodooodsmoodioodooodn

at the Okinawa Child Development Center. (See story on page 14) HO200F000000nnononinnoouoonnoon
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Iwo Jima memorial
service brings togehter
Japanese, U.S. veterans
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

Japanese and American veterans who once fought on Iwo Jima as enemies
gathered together on March 12 to jointly commemorate the 58® anniversary of
that hortific battle.

Iwo Jima was the first Japanese soil yielded to US troops in World War II.
After an extensive aerial bombardment, the United States launched an amphibi-
ous assault on the island on Feb. 19, 1945. Nearly 50,000 casualties were suf-
fered between the two countries during the ensuing 36-day battle on the neatly
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eight-square mile island.

Approximately 75 Japanese survivors and officials,
150 US. veterans and family members, and 150
Okinawa-based US. Marines participated in this year’s
cetemony, which was held at Reunion Monument near
Invasion Beach on the island’s south coast.

During the ceremony, Kiyoshi Endo (80), presi-
dent of Japan’s Iwo Jima Association of Iwo Jima
veterans and their families, offered a prayer to the
fallen Japanese and American servicemembers and
deepest condolences to the surviving families.

Endo, one of the few Japanese survivors, said
he would continue to pass on his memories of the
battle to subsequent generations in the hope of
promoting peace. “I regard Iwo Jima as the sym-
bol of the peace over the Pacific and will commit
myself to further strengthening the friendship and
peace between U.S. and Japan,” said Endo.

Also attending this year’s ceremony was
Yoshitaka Shindo, a grandson of General
Tadamichi Kuribayashi, commander of Japanese
forces on Iwo Jima. Shindo is currently the parlia-
mentary secretary for Japan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He said he was filled with emotion as he
saw Japanese and Americans who fought against
each other gathered on the island to hold a joint
memorial service. He expressed his determination
to further contribute to the peace and stability of the world through the Japan
and US. partnership. “We should never forget that the peace and prosperity we
enjoy today is built upon the supreme sacrifice of many war dead,” he said.

On behalf of the US. side, MajGen Fred Haynes (USMC ret.), an Iwo Jima
veteran, and LtGen Wallace C. Gregson, III MEF Commander, were the fea-
tured speakers. Both spoke of the braveness of the servicemembers who fought
on Iwo Jima, and both made reference to the now-famous quote that says on
Iwo Jima, “uncommon valor was a common virtue.”

Gregson also stated that “the U.S. and Japanese military and diplomatic alli-
ance is the bulwark of security in East Asia. Haynes, meanwhile, concluded his
speech saying, “Once enemies — now friends, I salute you!”

For US. Marines, Iwo Jima is sacred ground, and most visitors take some of
its black sand home as a souvenir. “Iwo Jima is sacred to me,” said Sgt Kymberly
Richmond, Marine Corps Base Staff Judge Advocate Office. Richmond was
one of the Okinawa-based Marines selected to make the trip to Iwo Jima for
this year’s ceremony.

“I feel very honored being able to speak with the veterans here,” she added.
“Seeing them with the Japanese veterans in peace and unity at the ceremony was
a rewarding and moving experience.”

Located half way between Tokyo and Guam, Iwo Jima was returned to
Japan on June 26, 1968. About 500 people, including construction workers and
Japanese Maritime and Air Self Defense Force members, currently reside on
Iwo Jima. Though the island is an administrative district of Tokyo, it is not
commercially accessible to civilians.

Yoshitaka Shindo, left, and Kiyoshi Endo pour water
on a monument during the Mar. 12 US-Japan joint
memorial service on Iwo Jima.
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Nirai, Marine Corps Fire
Departments conduct joint
live fire fighting training
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

The first-ever joint live fire fighting training between Nirai and U.S.
Marine Corps Fire Departments was conducted Feb. 10 through 13 at
the Marine Corps’ Sada Housing area at Camp Foster.

Nirai FD is comprised of the former fire departments of Chatan
Town, Kadena Town and Yomitan Village. The three departments merged
last April.

“We don’t have any facilities for live fire fighting training, so this op-
portunity provided our crews with valuable experience, especially those
who have never trained with a live fire before,” said Hiroshi Tsukayama,
fire chief, Chatan Station, Nirai FD. According to Tsukayama, 90
firefighters from Nirai FD participated in the 4-day training.

Using two single-story buildings scheduled for demolition, fires were
set on wooden pallets inside the concrete units. “Dealing with a live fire
inside a building, crews can learn different aspects of fire fighting than
just putting out the fire,” Tsukayama said. “You also have to overcome
fear and manage your own safety and that of others in order to accom-
plish your mission,” he added.

“When putting out the fire inside, I could feel the heat piercing through
my gloves, which was painful,” said Yumiko Asato, a rookie from Kadena
Station, Nirai FD. Asato is the second female firefighter in Okinawa. The
live fire fighting training gave her a rare opportunity that will help her in
future missions, she said.

Daisuke Takushi, a rookie from Yomitan Station, Nirai FD said he
learned practical skills such as how to control smoke using water.

Training scenarios also involved search and rescue of a simulated vic-
tim. While a three-man team from one station conducted this drill, an-
other team from a different station stood by to provide emergency back
up. After each scenario, all crews gathered in a circle to listen to their
chief’s review and discuss what could be improved.

The training also raised firefighters’ awareness of personal safety, ac-
cording to Tsukayama. “Everyone must pay attention to their own safety
in order to rescue a victim and not

o0000mOOoO00oooo

become one themselves,” he empha-
sized.

There were other benefits as well.
For example, firefighters learned to
use water more efficiently, thereby
reducing water damage, according to
Tsukayama. The efficient use of wa-
ter also helped firefighters “be more
effective at fighting the fire,” he said.

Additionally, the training af-
forded “an opportunity to practice
communication between depart-
ments, as well as to test compatibil-
ity of equipment carried by each fire
department,” said Jules Meyers, as-
sistant fire chief, MCB] Fire Dept.

“Fires and natural disasters do
not choose a convenient time or

place to happen,” said Tsukayama.
“We’re here to train and work to-
gether before a disaster strikes.”
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Okinawan volunteers
teach Marines and
families Japanese 101
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

While it has been three years since Marines, Sailors and their family
members began participating as volunteer English teachers at local schools,
many Okinawans have been teaching free Japanese and other cultural
classes on Marine Corps bases throughout Okinawa for more than 15
years.

Michiko Fukuchi, a former elementary school teacher, began volun-
teering five years ago when she heard about the opportunity from her
friend and fellow volunteer, Takako Gishitomi. “I thought while helping
Americans by teaching Japanese, I could also help myself improve my
English,” she said.

Michiko said she was surprised that there were so many Americans,
young and old alike, who are interested in the Japanese language. “While
puzzled by the differences in each other’s culture, those differences make
my class more fun and enjoyable for students and myself, too,” she said.

Volunteering has been an eye-opening experience for her. “It gave me
different perspectives to many things, especially the military community
which I used to see only from the outside of the fences,” said Fukuchi.
Interacting with Americans in class, she found that Americans are people
of many ethnicities and cultures. She now sees her students as “flesh and
blood” beyond just the vague “images” associated with the military bases.

Teaching Japanese has been an experience of rediscovering her own
language and culture for Gishitomi, who came back to Okinawa in 1997
after living in the U.S. for more than 17 years. “Having lived in the U.S
helps me a lot with teaching here because I’ve lived in both cultures.”

Seeing enthusiasm in students’ eyes reminds her of her own ecager-
ness to learn English and American
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culture during her early days living in
the U.S. She also remembers many
people helped her along the way. For
her, volunteering is one way to “give
back” even if it is just a small gesture,
she said.

Many students live off base and
therefore have contacts with their Japa-
nese neighbors everyday, said
Gishitomi. “If I could be of any help
for them in making a connection be-
tween the two cultures at any level, I’ll
be very happy.”

Making the connection is what mo-
tivated Leslie Jones to take the class
with her three daughters she
homeschools. “We enjoy living in
Ishikawa City. I really want us to get to
know and experience people and cul-
ture here, I don’t want just the military experience, but the real Okinawa
experience.”

Besides the language classes, local volunteers teach a number of other
Japanese culture classes including origami, Japanese cooking, tea ceremony,
pressed flowers, pottery, sumie, and calligraphy. All classes are coordi-
nated by Personal Services Center, Marine Corps Community Services
(MCCS). For information on any of these classes, call Michiko Urasaki,
community relations specialist, MCCS, at 645-8109 or 3127.

Takako Gishitomi, a volunteer instructor, teaches her class how to
count yen during her basic Japanese class on Camp Courtney
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Kids and mothers enjoy JOO000O000O0O0O0O0O
English class with Marines J O OO00O000O0O

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

Every Friday afternoon at Samuel Gakuen nursery school in Kakazu,
Ginowan City, 36 children from age one to five look forward to English
lessons taught by Marine volunteers from Personal Services Detachment,
Marine Aircraft Group 36 at MCAS Futenma.

Marines from MAG 36 PSD first visited Samuel Gakuen last year to
help with ground maintenance. Seeing how good the Marines were with
the children, Dr. Reiko Miyagi,

o0000mOOoO00oooo

school principal, asked them to teach
English there.

Since January, the Marines have
been teaching English conversation
every Friday afternoon. What makes
their class unique is that parents and
neighbors participate in the lessons
with the children. “T wanted the par-
ents and neighbors to share this op-
portunity to learn not only English
but also to learn the true volunteer
spirit from these Marines,” said
Miyagi.

“I had always wished for this
kind of opportunity,” said Misuzu
Tamanaha, who was very pleased
when she saw a letter from her
daughter’s school about the English
class. “Playing games was much fun.
I will come back. I wish we could
have this more often, maybe twice a
week,” Misuzu said after taking a
class with her daughter.

Another parent, Junko
Moromizato, said, “It was fun to
speak to the Marines about differ-
ent subjects in a casual manner.” Sit-
ting next to her daughter in the class,
Asako Higa commented, “I liked the
class because I didn’t have to get nervous.”

“To spend time with Marine volunteers also has a positive effect on
children in developing their personality,” said Miyagi. She stressed how
important it is for children to see and interact with people of a different
race and culture. According to Miyagi, even toddlers who cried when
they first saw the Marines have established very amicable relationships
with them. “The children look forward to interacting with and learning
from the Marines each week. They now all act like small diplomats,” she
said.

The time spent with children and adults at Samuel Gakuen is invalu-
able to the Marines. Sgt. Anthony Clerk has lived in Okinawa for five
years now. He volunteers at the nursery school because he loves Okinawa
and being around children. Clerk misses his 5-year-old son in the States
but says, “being at the school playing with kids makes me feel at home.”

Corporal Angela Bluhjell, who leads the PSD volunteer group in plan-
ning lessons said, “we will keep coming back here until Ms. Miyagi says
‘not any more.”

gobobooooo

Misuzu Tamanaa, left, and Asako Ha find the English lesson taught at
Samuel Gakuen nursery school by Sgt. Anthony Clerk and his fellow

@

volunteers from MAG 36 PSD very amusing.
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Newcomers: What do they expect
from their tour on Okinawa?
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Story by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

The Marine Corps continually transfers its servicemenbers from one duty station to another.
And while it is hard enongh to move across the United States to an area they're unfamiliar with,
that difficnlty is componnded many tines over when Marines first come to Okinawa. After all,
they're moving to a different country with a language and culture that is foreign to them. To ease the
transition, Marines and Sailors in the ranks of E-5 and below who come to Okinawa without
Janiilies and who are attached to Marine Corps commands attend a newcomers’ orientation before
reporting to their new units. Until they complete this orientation, which is given at the Joint
Reception Center (JRC) on Camp Foster, they're not allowed to leave the base.

JRC provides this two-day orientation for an average of 120 Marines and Sailors each week.
Speatkers from on and off base give classes on subjects such as the differences in culture and laws
between the U.S. and Japan, the Status of Forces Agre t, recreational and educational pro-
grams available on and off base, and financial managenent.

Although attendees are all new to the island, their personal histories and exiperiences vary. To
take a closer look at who some of these servicemembers are and to discover what their expectations
are for their tour on Okinawa, “Okina Wa” talked to three individuals who were attending a
recent newcomers’ orientation: a private who had just graduated from his Military Occupational
School (MOS) after basic training a corporal who looks forward to having new experiences in
Okinawa; and a petty officer 2 class who had to make a difficult decision not to bring his family
bere.

Clinton C. VanWyhe is a 17-yeat-old private. Without the uniform, he
looks like an ordinary teenager who enjoys skateboarding in his spare
time. Having just completed all of his
initial training, VanWyhe was excited
about moving to Camp Kinser to work
as a field wireman.

“I picked the Marine Corps because
it’s the hardest and the best of all the ser-
vices. I wanted to be the best,” VanWyhe
said. Because of the many benefits the
military offers, he joined the Marine
Corps as soon as he graduated from high
school in California. Of all the opportu-
nities, traveling to see the world and a
chance to get a “free college education”
sounded the most attractive to him.

When VanWyhe found out about his
orders to Okinawa, he started asking
people who had been here what it is like.
“I heard that things were cheap and you
get paid more here,” said VanWyhe. “I
also heard about underage drinking be-
cause beers were cheap over here, which
was a lie.”

During the orientation, lectures were
given by several authorities about alcohol and problems associated with
it. Commenting on the very strict rules and punishments for violation
of them, VanWyhe said, “Drinking is stupid for anybody underage.”
For Marines, underage means anyone who is not 21 years old. “I don’t
want to get people mad at me,” said VanWyhe. “I also realize how im-
portant it is to make a good impression on another culture. I'll just
watch myself and use common sense when I go off base.”

During his required year here, VanWyhe plans to take college classes
and get certified in scuba diving. He also plans to save some money
before going back home. “T’d like to start a mutual fund and stuff. Being
so young, I know I can build some credit,” said VanWyhe.

on Camp Kinser.

Pvt. Clinton C. VanWyhe, field wireman, Communication
Company, H&S Bn. 3rd FSSG, checks a switchbox at a shop
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Afer joining the Marine Corps in 2000, Corporal Callie M. Bennett,
23, became a cook and was working at a Marine base in South Carolina
when she got her orders to Okinawa.

Bennett did not know where Okinawa was, except it was somewhere
in Japan, until she looked on a globe and found a small “dot.” She re-
members telling her mother while on vacation at home in Baltimore,
Maryland, “Oh, I’'m going there. It’s so small.” Her family seemed sur-
prised at first, then told her, “It will be an experience.”

“Mainly, I've learned culture and customs here (at JRC), like how
Okinawans do everything differently than we do,” Bennett said. One ex-
ample she cited was how Okinawans remove their shoes before entering
a home.

Bennett says Okinawa will be her last duty station. After finishing her
initial 4-year contract with the Marine Corps next year, she plans to go
back home and attend a culinary school since becoming a cook was her
childhood dream. While here on Okinawa she’ll work as a cook at Camp
Schwab. During that time she hopes to get a bartender’s license through
long distance education using the Internet. She also hopes to save money
to pay for culinary school.

In the meantime, Bennett is looking forward to studying Japanese
and Okinawan cuisines. Until now, she has only eaten sushi and yakisoba,
but she knows her interest in cooking will lead her to many more experi-
ences with local food.

“Heer first reaction was ‘disbelief.” Thirty-one-year-old Daniel M.
Chadkewics, a Navy dental administrative technician, recalled how shocked
his wife was when he told her that the Navy wanted him to go to Okinawa,
Japan. “Of all the places, why Okinawa?” she asked him. Chadkewics
said he was the best fit to fill the position at the 3" Dental Battalion on
Camp Foster. The 3" Dental Battalion is attached to the Marine Corps.

Chadkewics’ wife is a dentist and currently works in San Diego, Cali-
fornia. Coming to Okinawa with his family would have required him to
stay here three years. This created a dilemma for the Chadkewics because
his wife would have to leave her career for that entire period. Although it
was difficult to leave his wife and 5-year-old daughter behind, he made
the decision to come to Okinawa without them so that he will be eligible
to return to the United States in one year.

“This is my first time overseas and my first time working with the
Marine Corps. I really don’t know what to expect here,” Chadkewics said.
“I do want to experience the culture, though. I want to get out and try
new things.” Surprised at the number of tours and activities available to
Sailors and Marines here, Chadkewics said, “I just want to be involved as
much as I can to keep me busy throughout the year,” he said.

While calling and writing his family everyday, Chadkewics plans to go
back home in late June to celebrate his wedding anniversary and daughter’s
birthday. He also hopes
to bring his wife and
daughter here for a va-
cation around Christ-
mas.

Petty Officer 2nd Class
Daniel M. Chadkewics,
dental administrative
technician, 3rd Dental
Battalion, 3rd FSSG,
answers a phone at his
office on Camp Foster.
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Photo by Sgt. Daniel L. Patterson
Cpl. Callie M. Bennett, cook, H&S Company, 4th Marine Regiment, 3rd

Marine Division, temporarily works as the training NCO at the 4th Mrine

Regiment Mess Hall on Camp Schwab.
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8 __ Camp Spotight

Camp Schwab: Home tothe 0 OO 0OOOOO0OO0OOO
Corps’ oldest regiment and U O OO OO0O0O0O OO
Henoko’s 11thresidentialdistrict 1 O O 000000 110

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

1st Lt. Floy P. Rodriguez, camp services officer, Camp Schwab, celebrates as Sgt. Christopher Eriksen, combat
correspondent, B. Co., H&S Bn., MCB, guides their street dragon boat across the finish line. Street dragon boat
races were one of the attractions featured at the Annual Henoko Business Thanks Fair on Nov. 3
J0do00o0o0oooooooO0O000000000000000000Dgooooooooooooogo
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Located on a small peninsula on the lower slope of Mount Kushi in
Henoko, Nago City, Camp Schwab is home to the oldest regiment in the
Matrine Corps, the 4® Marines.

Approximately 4,000 Marines, Sailors, and U.S. and Japanese civilian
eDrnployees work and train on the 432-acre main camp and adjacent 5,000~
acre facility known as the Central Training Area.

Among the units at Camp Schwab are two infantry battalions that
participate in the Unit Deployment Program, a system that rotates units
from the US. to Okinawa for six or seven months at a time. Infantry
Marines, as the Corps’ main fighting force, are trained and armed to
fight at the frontlines of a battle.

Combat Assault Battalion and 3™ Reconnaissance Battalion also re-
side on Camp Schwab. Combat Assault Battalion is responsible for the
operation of amphibious assault vehicles, while Reconnaissance Battal-
ion works as the eyes and ears of the Marine Corps before the actual
deployment of infantry forces.

Material Readiness Battalion, 3 Force Service Support Group opet-
ates the Marine Corps’ only Ammunition Supply Point on Okinawa at
Camp Schwab.
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Other units at Camp Schwab include Headquarters Company, 4™
Marine Regiment and elements of the Navy’s Third Dental and Third
Medical Battalions.

Built in 1959, the base is named after Private First Class Albert E.
Schwab, whose heroism during the battle of Okinawa earned him a Medal
of Honor.

A year after the base was built, a “Henoko-Schwab Friendship Com-
mittee” was established to facilitate communication between the new
base and the local community. That communication quickly fostered a
good relationship that has blossomed throughout the years.

Since the birth of the camp, Marines and Sailors attached to Camp
Schwab have conducted various community relations projects in coop-
eration with the Henoko-Schwab Friendship Committee and Nago-
Schwab Liaison Committee. For example, they help teach English at
schools, do ground maintenance and visits at nursing homes and day care
centers, beautify roads and raise money for local needs.

They also participate in cultural exchange programs such as Henoko
Sports Day, Oura Wan Beach Splash, Schwab Friendship Day and the
Nago Cherry Blossom Festival.

In 1996, Nago citizens and Camp Schwab Marines celebrated their
longstanding friendship by rededicating the “Friendship Garden” inside
the camp’s main gate. The community originally donated the garden in
1961.

Then, in 1999, Henoko residents honored Camp Schwab Marines by
presenting them with a banner that designates the base as the 11" resi-
dential section of Henoko District.

“Out goal is to make the 4™ Marines ready for combat at every level
and to make the citizens of the countries we come into contact with look
at every Marine and Sailor in the 4™ Marines as the model of military
professionalism and American citizenship,” says Col. Drew A . Bennett,
camp commander.

Photo by Sgt. Nathan K. LaForte
Marines of Combat Assault Battalion, 3rd Marine Division aboard their
amphibious assault vehicles at Camp Schwab prepare for the day’s training.
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Marine Corps experts

fight red soil runoff
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Story by Kaori Tanahara
“Okina Wa” Editor

Okinawa prides itself on its environment and works hard to preserve
its natural resources. Similarly the Marine Corps, as an active Okinawa
community member, strives to do the same. One of the many areas the
Marine Corps focuses on is preventing red soil erosion.

According to Okinawa Prefecture’s 2001 Annual Red Soil Outflow
Amount Survey, only eight percent of the island’s red soil erosion comes
from U.S. military bases, a decrease of more than 27% since 1998. For its
part, “the Marine Corps is making strong efforts to eliminate land ero-
sion,” said Kanenao Heshiki, a natural resource specialist, Environmen-
tal Branch, Facility Engineer Division, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D.
Butler.

To do that, “we have to treat
the problem at the source,” said
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Larry Soenen, a red soil specialist,
Environmental, FE, MCB,
Okinawa, .

One of the main sources of
runoff in Marine Corps-operated
lands, according to Heshiki and
Soenen, is the impact areas in the
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hydroseeding projects, which allow
seeds to be dropped from the air,
were completed over a 10.8 hect-
are land area, according to Heshiki.

2001 Red Soil Runoff Amount by Source
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“Seeing densely vegetated areas in
places that used to be completely bald, such as the Range 4 impact area,
I can tell those operations turned out to be successful.”

Tatsuo Omija, director, red soil runoff section, Okinawa Prefectural
Institute of Health and Environment, said “by adopting the aerial
hydroseeding technology, the Marine Corps has made a strong effort to
eliminate land erosion.”

Another source of runoff on the bases are smaller structures such as
dirt roads, lawns and slopes, all of which can become eroded as a result
of human activity and heavy rainfall. While roads are reengineered and
paved using asphalt, hydroseeding and sodding are used to protect lawns
and fields. Red soil erosion from collapsed slopes can best be corrected
by a soil nailing technique that employs metal frames which serve as a
surface stabilizer. “This technique is often used for steep roadside slopes,”
said Heshiki. “It is as effective as applying concrete but more earth friendly
because it allows grass to grow.”

A third main source of red soil runoff on Marine Corps bases is
farmlands, according to Heshiki. “The amount of red soil runoff from
farms maintained by tacit farmers is more than we think due to the fact
that the farmlands have to be tilled periodically,” he said.
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Heshiki and Soenen are working closely with tacit farmers to pro-
mote a method called “contour planting,” which enables soil to hold
water more efficiently, according to Soenen. Contour planting has a lot
of potential because it is fairly inexpensive and is easy to maintain, he said.

Their efforts showed progress in April when one farmer agreed to
try the method. Tetsujiro Shimabukuro (69), who grows pineapples on
Camp Schwab and sugar cane off base, said he first became aware of the
problems caused by red soil runoff about 10 years ago. “T just didn’t
think we could do anything about it,” he said. “With help from the Ma-
rine Corps, if I get good results, I’d like to continue using the method
and recommend it to other farmers,” he said.

Another challenge for Soenen and Heshiki is that Marine Corps-opet-
ated lands in Okinawa contain all or part of 23 watersheds. A watershed
is an area of land which drains runoff water into a common watercourse
and into the ocean. By working with Okinawa’s Red Soil Institute, Soenen
and Heshiki have determined the levels of red soil runoff in each water-
shed. To help ensure runoff stays within prefectural-established limits in
those areas, the Marine Corps plans to begin employing automated sedi-
ment-monitoring stations in May.

“We are committed to reducing red soil runoff from Marine Corps
managed lands,” said Soenen. “We view ourselves as stewards of this
land, and we take that responsibility very seriously.”

(Right) Sediment monitoring stations such as the one pictured here
automatically sample water, measure turbidity and store data. The Marine
Corps will begin using such stations in May.
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Photo courtesy of FE Division, MCB
A helicopter carrying a hydroseeding container heads for an impact area in the Central Training Area.
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Marines and Okinawans labor
together in sugar cane fields
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Story and photos by Cpl. Ryan D. Libbert

Lance Cpl. Jessie N. Salinas hands off a bundle of sugar cane to an
Okinawan resident of Reimei-no Sato Care Home.
0000000000000 oooDoDo00ggooad
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Sweat poured down the faces of Okinawans and Marines alike as they
labored side-by-side in the midst of sugar cane fields Feb 3.

The Okinawans, from Reimei-no Sato Care Home, and Marines from
Camp Services and the Provost Marshal’s Office at Camp Hansen, spent
hours hauling bundles of the sweet plant from field to roadside at five
different locations.

The fields were owned by eldetly residents of Ishikawa City who were
unable to do the harvesting themselves. Each year, different organiza-
tions throughout the community, like Reimei-no Sato and the Marines,
help the citizens with their labor.

While local farmers cut the sugarcane and bundled it together, 17
residents and staff of Reimei-no Sato and eight Marines hauled the bundles
to roadside where they were picked up and taken to a factory for process-
ing

“The bundles of sugar cane that the farmers pile together for us weigh
between 45 and 50 pounds each,” said Hanae Toyama, Reimei-no Sato
social worker. “That’s why it’s a good thing the Marines are here. They’re
a big help for our efforts.”

This wasn’t the first time Marines have worked with Reimei-noSato,
according to Toyama. “Marines from Camp Hansen have been volun-
teering their time here for a while now,” Toyama said. “Units like PMO,
9* Engineer Supprt Battalion and 7" Communications Battalion have
been working with us for the past 17 years.”

The purpose of the work was more than just gathering stalks of sugar
cane, according to Cpl Jefferson C. Davis, Camp Hansen military police-
man. “Doing work like this shows that Americans and Okinawans aren’t
so different after all,” said Davis. “Besides, we’re community members
like everyone else and look to help out whenever we can.”
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Lance Cpl. Benjamin N. Cohen finds a new friend in Kenyu Matsuda, a staff
member of Reimei-no Sato.
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Okinawan students and
teachers compete in base
wrestling tourney
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Story and photo by Sgt. Chris Eriksen

Wrestlers from across the island tested their skills against one another
at Camp Foster’s Kubasaki High School during an open freestyle wres-
tling tournament Jan. 18.

Students and teachers from Haebaru, Tomishiro, Mawashi and
Ginowan High Schools joined servicemembers and base high school stu-
dents for the day-long, annual event. Wrestlers were divided into eight
weight categories: 110, 121, 132, 145.5, 163, 185, 210 and 264-pounds.

“We've kept up a good relationship
with the Japanese, and any time they
come it’s a great experience for us,”
said Terry Chumley, Kubasaki coach.
“They also come a couple of times
during the season to train with us.”

The Japanese wrestlers were eager
to participate, according to Yuji
Miyamoto, physical education instruc-
tor, Haebaru High School.

“The wrestlers were looking for-
ward to this tournament,” Miyamoto
said. “This is not the first one for most
of them. This is an annual event.”
Miyamoto has taken his students to
competitions and joint practices with
American wrestlers on military bases
for 17 years.

Several of the Japanese wrestlers
noted that the biggest difference was
not so much wrestling style but the size
of some of the American wrestlers,
according to Shinri Tha, Judo instruc-
tor and assistant coach, Tomishiro High School. Iha competed in the
163-pounds weight class and won first place.

“The American wrestlers are usually bigger and stronger,” ITha said.
“Judo and wrestling have different approaches to engagement. Strength
plays a larger part in wrestling because there is more contact and grap-
pling than in Judo.”

Another noted difference in wrestling style was the speed and inten-
sity of the American wrestlers, according to Miyamoto. “There is a dif-
ference in the wrestlers’ approach,” Miyamoto said. “The Americans use
more speed, feeling and strength. Technique then plays a larger part as
well as conditioning,”

It was a good experience to wrestle with people from a different country
using a different style, according to Jon Hey of Headquarters and Ser-
vice Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Divi-
sion.

“I came out because they had Japanese wrestlers, and it brought out a
wide range of skill levels here,” Hey said. “There was a good mix of style
and competition with the Japanese teams, the high school students and
servicemembers. It was good practice.”

The tournament brought together more than just different styles of
wrestling. It also helped to bring together two different cultures, accord-
ing to Miyamoto. “It is good that despite cultural differences, we can
come together to wrestle,” Miyamoto said. “It would be nice to have the
base schools come out to the Japanese high schools as well,” he added.

Ryotaku Chinen (17), Haebaru High School wrestler, looks to his coach
while wrestling Matt Armstrong of Battery S, 5/10, 3rd MarDiv.
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Marines share smiles with
disabled children

gooad

1 O]
1 O
OO

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

To bring a smile to the faces of children, Okinawa-based Marines and
Sailors regularly visit Shuwa-En and the Okinawa Child Development
Center (OCDC), which are co-located in Okinawa City.

Shuwa-En currently provides 24-hour care for 50 severely disabled
children and adults, while OCDC, one of two facilities for orthopedi-
cally-impaired children on Okinawa, serves as home and day school for
more than 60 children.

“Different groups and individuals of Marines and Sailors come here
every month,” said Sanae Tamanaha, the Marine Corps liaison at OCDC.
“Whenever we tell our children that American friends are coming, their
faces brighten up.”

Although most of the children cannot speak, their facial expressions
show how they feel, according to Tamanaha. “Seeing big smiles on their
faces tells us how they truly enjoy the companionship of the
servicemembers,” she said.

“I want to give our children as many opportunities as those given to
children with no disability,” said Dr. Yasuo Ochiai, director of both fa-
cilities. “The undivided attention they receive while playing with
servicemembers contributes to the children’s healthy development and
release of their stress,” he added.

Inspired by the special relationship between fellow Marines and chil-
dren at Shuwa-En and OCDC, one Marine recently decided to organize
a golf tournament fundraiser.

Staff Sgt. John C. Sweredoski, Marine Corps Base Staff Judge
Advocate’s office, coordinated a Feb. 11 golf tournament at the Awase
Meadows Golf Course to raise money for Shuwa-En and OCDC. About
the same time, Kubasaki High School’s Marine Corps Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps staged its own fundraiser. Together, the efforts
raised approximately $1,000 which
was presented to the two facilities.

“It is good to give financial as-
sistance to places like these, but the
most important gift you can give
someone is time,” Sweredoski said.
“These children are special, and
those who give them time give these
kids the most important gift we
have.”
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Pfc. Brian K. Gray, motor
transportation operator, 3rd
Transportation Service Battalion, 3rd
Force Support Service Group,
shares a smile with Tomoka
Tamashiro (4) of the Okinawa Child
Development Center.
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“English Internship Pro-
gram” for college students
begins this summer

ooooooobndn
ooooooboobooo
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs office

Japanese university students in Okinawa will get to experience an En-
glish-language working environment this summer thanks to an intern-
ship program sponsored by the U.S. military and the American Chamber
of Commerce in Okinawa (ACCO).

The three-week program is scheduled during the schools” summer
break in August and September.

Universities and colleges participating in this program are Ryukyu
University, Okinawa Prefectural Art University, Okinawa International
University, Okinawa University, Meio University, Okinawa Christian Jr.
College, Okinawa Women’s Jr. College.

The Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps will each host two students
while the Army and ACCO will each host one. Applications for the pro-
gram will be handled by each of the schools with the military and ACCO
selecting the winners.

According to Kaori Martinez, community relations officer with Ma-
rine Corps Base G-5, the U.S. military proposed the program at the 21st
Tripartite Liaison Committee (TLC) meeting, The TLC consists of offi-
cials from the Japanese Government, Okinawa Prefectural Government,
and the U.S. military.

“This program is the latest effort by the U.S. military to contribute to
the community,” said Martinez. “Since English language skills are be-
coming increasingly important in different workplaces, we look forward
to providing a challenging, beneficial experience to selected students.”
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USMC Japan to post goodooomn
Japanese Website ooodoooooad
To make information about goooooooooo
Marines in Japan more acces- gooooooooooo
sible to the Japanese public, the gooobmooobooon
Marine Corps on Okinawa is gboooboooobod4
scheduled to post a Japanese- goooooooo
language website in mid-April. gooboooooogn
Information on the new site O00moooomoooad
will be posted under headings goomooogooooo
suchas “News,” “Regional In- . ThemEr . JDOO0OOODOOODOO
volvement,” “Community,” ; gLt 0modoodomooooo
“On-Base Events,” “Environ- | H#i# surSE | JO00DO0OODO0DODOO
ment,” “Economic Impact,” | @ dooooooooooon
“Facility Information,” “Units,” | g Oo0mooooooon
and “Commanders”. gocoooooooooa
The site will also contain | *5 00000000mMO00
links to “Okina Wa” and a | &= i gooooomooood
“Community Outreach Mes- FAnRy Ar oooo@mooobooon
sage” from LtGen. Wallace C. oo0oooooooooo
Gregson, Commanding Gen- o0nd
eral, IIMEFE. oooooooobooo
The address to the new site [ et oad
will be | ST A R SRR TS e, wiw.kanj i .okinawa..usnc.mi 1
www.kanji.okinawa.usmc.mil.
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While hearing news about acci-
dents and incidents related to
U.S. military servicemembers, I'm
glad to know there are exchanges
in support of goodwill by them.
Tell us more stories that foster our
mutual understanding. (Satsuki
Shinzato, Naha City)

[ RELEG | 5. INSHITEIS
TRMELNGLNTIE, ZIhD
HEENDIANENEDHITDITIZN
FlLzo EEPEIELTLNT
BAITBELESITENTEBAIEE
ERELFEL, BEMETHIY
PILEMNTINT, ETHE=HIT

Z;I;Jia“o CHAR™T RAFTRES
Reading stories in “Okina Wa,” |
was moved that people make
bonds with others through small
gestures or exchanges.| realized
that people can make connec-
tions despite the differences in
language and culture. Written in
Japanese and English, “Okina
Wa” is not only easy to read but
also educational. (Naomi Tomori,
Urasoe City)
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Thank you for taking the time to read
“Okina Wa.” Your comments, sugges-
tions and feedback will help us improve!
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Photo by Cpl. John F. Silwanus
Lieutenant Masakatsu Kinjo, Ginowan Police Station, directs Sgt. Ashley Downs, Marine Air Control Squadron-4,
Marine Air Control Group-17, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, on where to go while he tests the simulator as Asuka
Matsuda, traffic safety instructor, Okinawa Prefecture Police HQ looks on.
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Simulator helps
prepare Marines
for island traffic

Behind the wheel of a simula-
tor, Marines and civilians experi-
enced driving on Okinawa’s roads
during a Driver’s Improvement
Course on Camp Foster Feb 6.

Marines under the age of 25,
those in the ranks of E-5 and be-
low, and their family members are
required to attend a DIC before re-
ceiving a license on Okinawa.

The driving simulator, pro-
grammed specifically for
Okinawa’s traffic environment, is
installed in “Karivushi Go”, a
microbus bus loaded with differ-
ent media used for traffic safety
education by Okinawa Prefectural
Police and the Okinawa Traffic
Safety Promotion Association.

“By sharing ideas and re-
sources, | hope to raise the over-
all effectiveness of our educational
programs, both on and off base,”
said Lieutenant Masakatsu
Kinio,section chief, Planning and
Regqulation section, Traffic Divi-
sion, Ginowan Police Station.

The Kariyushi Go has visited
more than 300 organizations each
year throughout Okinawa since
1997, according to Kinjo.

This is the second time ever the
simulator has been used on base.
The first time was on Camp Kinser
in January.

Safety Division, Marine Corps
Base Japan, requested OPP to
bring their simulator for the day’s
visit.
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636-2022
645-7766
622-9561
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kubai@3fssg.usmc.mil
takahoe@futenma.usmc.mil
tomimurah@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
umeharaich@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
kochic@itimef.usmc.mil
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wwmw.okinawa.usmec.mil/ okina_wa/ subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be
viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.
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Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan com-

munity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and
persons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and

in the region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official
views of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or De-
partment of Defense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated
Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111
ext. 645-0787.
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Okina Wa is on the web at www.okinawa.usme.mil/ okina_wa www. okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa
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